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PRESS  RELEASE  

Conservation of Rare or 
Little-Known Species: 
Biological, Social, and 
Economic Considerations 
 

Edited by Martin G. Raphael 
and Randy Molina 
 

Advance praise for Conservation of Rare or Little-Known Species: 
 
òSeldom are rare or poorly known speciesñoften invertebrates and nonvascular plantsñthe 
targets of conservation planning. The consequence of such oversight for biodiversity 
conservation is the topic of this well-edited book, targeted to scientists who work closely with 
land managers to conserve terrestrial biodiversity and to managers responsible for 
implementing conservation strategies. The scope is broad, addressing legal, social, economic, 
and political issues as well as the obvious scientific challenges. This book clearly fills a gap in 
conservation biology literature by emphasizing the potential importance of species that often 
constitute the majority in many ecological communities.ó 
 Barry Noon, Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Conservation Biology, Colorado State  
 University 

 
 
Washington, November 14 ð Some ecosystem management plans established by state and 
federal agencies have begun to shift their focus away from single-species conservation to a 
broader goal of protecting a wide range of flora and fauna, including species whose numbers 
are scare or about which there is little scientific understanding. To date, these efforts have 
proved extremely costly and complex to implement. Are there alternative approaches to 
protecting rare or little-known species that can be more effective and less burdensome than 
current efforts? 
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Conservation of Rare or Little -Known Species (Island Press, November 20) represents the first 
comprehensive scientific evaluation of approaches and management options for protecting 
rare or little-known terrestrial species. Editors Martin G. Raphael and Randy Molina bring 
together leading ecologists, biologists, botanists, economists, and sociologists to classify 
approaches, summarize their theoretical and conceptual foundations, evaluate their efficacy, 
and review how each has been used. 
 
Conservation of Rare or Little -Known Species gives land managers access to a diverse 
literature and provides them with the basic information they need to select approaches that 
best suit their conservation objectives and ecological context. It is an important new work for 
anyone involved with developing land management or conservation plans. 
 
Martin G. Raphael is a research scientist with the U.S. Forest Service, Pacific Northwest 
Research Station, where he leads research on conservation of biological diversity and 
population ecology of at-risk wildlife. Randy Molina recently retired as a research scientist 
with the U.S. Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station, where he led the forest 
mycology team on issues of fungal ecology, ecosystem function, conservation, and 
management. He owns a mycological consulting business and is an adjunct professor for 
Oregon State University. 
 
Island Press was established in 1984 to stimulate, shape, and communicate the ideas that are 
essential for solving environmental problems. Publishing approximately 40 books and other 
information tools a year, we use a multidisciplinary, peer-reviewed approach that brings 
practical solutions to complex challenges like climate change, the depletion of our oceans, 
sustainable energy and agriculture, and species extinction. A nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, 
Island Press publishes for scientists, policy makers, environmental practitioners, students, 
journalists, and the general public.  Island Press ð Solutions that inspire change. 
 
FOR ADDITIONAL I NFORMATION 
To request review copies, or to arrange an interview with Martin G. Raphael and Randy 
Molina, please contact Hannah Davey at 202-232-7933 x 24 or via email at 
hdavey@islandpress.org. If you review or otherwise mention Conservation of Rare or Little -
Known Species in your publication, please forward two tear sheets to: Hannah Davey, Island 
Press, 1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20009 

 
 
 

 

 

Conservation of Rare or  Little -Known Species 
Edited by Martin G. Raphael and Randy Molina 

Publication Date: November 20, 2007 
Hardcover ISBN: 978-1-59726-165-4 / 392 pages / Price: $90.00 
Paperback ISBN: 978-1-59726-166-1 / 392 pages / Price: $45.00 

Available for purchase at: http://www.islandpress.org 

 


