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Advance praise for Old Fields:

Vikr A. CRAMER AND RICHARD J. HoBBS

0Conservation of plant communities often boils down to managing succession. Nowhere is this

more obviously true than in old fields. This book powerfully illustrates the great variety of

patterns and processes that take place in abandoned agricultural land around the globe. It is

an invaluable guide to how nature beats plowshare
Jonathan Silvertown, author of Demons in Eden: The Paradox of Plant Diversity

0The lessons to be learned from the study of old field succession are important for both
ecology in general and restoration ecology in particular. This volume presents a sound
conceptual framework with discussion of the socioeconomic causes of land abandonment
skillfully interwoven with case histories from around the globe. It is an invaluable addition to
the SER series, and important for researchers, students, and practitioners. | recommend it
without reservation. 6

Jim Harris, professor, Department of Natural Resources, Cranfield University, United

Kingdom

OAgriculturally transformed land is being abandoned as economics and lifestyles change
globally, and in all sorts of ecosystems. In Old Fields, the editors use cases from around the
world to compare theoretical models of old field vegetation change with reality, challenging
us to know when benign neglect or active restoration will maximize the ecological or
socioeconomic values of old field ecosystems.6
Suzanne J. Milton, professor, Department of Conservation Ecology, Stellenbosch
University, South Africa
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Washington, November 1 dLand abandonment is increasing as human influence on the globe

intensifies and various ecological, social, and economic factors conspire to force the cessation

of agriculture and other forms of | and management
abandonment have been the subject of much study, yet few attempts have been made to

examine the larger questions raised by old field dynamics.

Old Fields (Island Press, November 8), edited by Viki A. Cramer and Richard J. Hobbs, is the
first book to draw together studies on old fields from both a theoretical and practical
perspective. Cramer and Hobbs bring together leading experts from around the world to
synthesize past and current work on old fields, providing an up-to-date perspective on the
ecological dynamics of abandoned land. Twelve case studies from diverse geographical and
climate areasfiincluding Australian rainforest, Brazilian Amazonia, New Jersey piedmont, and
South African renosterveldfi offer a global perspective on the causes and results of land
abandonment.

Old Fields represents an important contribution to the development of theory on old field
dynamics and the practice of ecological restoration on abandoned farmland, and the broader
implications of old field dynamics to ecology and restoration. Both students and professionals
will benefit from the theoretical and applied ecological concepts found within Old Fields.

Old Fields is the newest volume in The Science and Practice of Ecological Restoration series,
published by Island Press in collaboration with the Society for Ecological Restoration
International. The series offers a foundation of practical knowledge and scientific insight that
will help ecological restoration become the powerful reparative and healing tool that the
world needs. To learn more about the series, please visit:
http://www.islandpress.org/ser/index.html

Viki A. Cramer is an ecologist in the School of Environmental Science at Murdoch University in
Western Australia, where she teaches environmental restoration. Richard J. Hobbs is
Australian Professional Fellow at Murdoch University, fellow of the Australian Academy of
Science, and editor-in-chief of the journal Restoration Ecology.

Island Press was established in 1984 to stimulate, shape, and communicate the ideas that are
essential for solving environmental problems. A nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, Island Press
publishes for scientists, policy makers, environmental practitioners, students, journalists, and
the general public.

FOR ADDITIONAL | NFORMATION

To request review copies, or to arrange an interview with Viki A. Cramer and Richard J.
Hobbs, please contact Hannah Davey at 202-232-7933 x 24 or via email at
hdavey®@islandpress.org. If you review or otherwise mention Old Fields in your publication,
please forward two tear sheets to: Hannah Davey, Island Press, 1718 Connecticut Avenue,
NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20009
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