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WASHINGTON, April 2008 ð Americans are learning the story of climate change through 
dramatic footage of rising seas, wild fires, and stranded polar bears.   But it may be 
the warming climateõs effect on deadly viruses and other pathogens too small to even 
be seen with the naked eye that will do the most to alter our world and our lives.  
That is the warning of the new book the State of the Wild 2008 -2009 . And that is 
the warning leading scientists see in outbreaks of dengue fever, avian flu, bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), and 
other diseases that sicken and kill humans and wildlife.   Why are these diseases 
spreading?   
       
The explanation, according to Rita R. Colwell in State of the Wild 2008-2009: A 
Global Portrait of Wildlife, Wetlands, and Oceans  (Island Press, April 30), may be 
global warming. òSea temperature and rising sea levels,ó she writes, òwill likely 
exacerbate infections diseases in some warmer, wetter places, but also in parts of the 
world that are currently considered relatively disease free.ó  
      
As the planet warms and the polar ice caps continue to melt, powerful, emerging 
diseases may spread faster and to more people, wildlife, and even domestic animals 
around the world. òClimate change is already significantly affecting Earthõs biological 
systems, with even more severe effects predicted,ó Colwell writes. 
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In State of the Wild , Colwell and many other international conservation experts and 
writers explore climate change and how it affects health and conservation efforts 
around the world, including:  
 

 Conservation of species 

 Conservation of wild places 

 People, culture, and conservation 

 The art and practice of conservation 

State of the Wild õs accessible approach educates a wide range of audiences while at 
the same time presenting leading-edge scientific overviews of hot topics in 
conservation. Uniquely structured with magazine-like features up front, conservation 
news in the middle, and essays from eminent authors and experienced scientists 
throughout, this landmark series is an essential addition to any environmental 
bookshelf. 
      
State of the Wild 2008 -2009  is the second volume in a biennial series from The 
Wildlife Conservation Society and Island Press and features a special section on 
emerging diseases and conservation. The Wildlife Conservation Society saves wildlife 
and wild places through international field research, education, and the management 
of the worldõs largest system of urban wildlife parks, led by the flagship Bronx Zoo.  
      
Island Press was established in 1984 to stimulate, shape, and communicate the ideas 
that are essential for solving environmental problems. Publishing approximately 40 
books and other information tools a year, we use a multidisciplinary, peer-reviewed 
approach that brings practical solutions to complex challenges like climate change, 
the depletion of our oceans, sustainable energy and agriculture, and species 
extinction. A nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, Island Press publishes for scientists, 
policy makers, environmental practitioners, students, journalists, and the general 
public.  
 
FOR ADDITIONAL I NFORMATION 
To request review copies, or to arrange an interview with any of the contributors, please 
contact Hannah Davey at 202-232-7933 x 24 or via email at hdavey@islandpress.org. If you 
review or otherwise mention State of the Wild 2008 -2009 in your publication, please forward 
two tear sheets to: Hannah Davey, Island Press, 1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 300, 
Washington, DC 20009 
 

 

 

State of the Wild 2008-2009 
Wildlife Conservation Society 

Publication Date: April 30, 2008 
Hardcover: 978-1-59726-134-0 / 312 pages / Price: $60.00 
Paperback: 978-1-59726-135-7 / 312 pages / Price: $29.95 

Available at http://www.islndpress.org 

 


